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TACTICAL MILITARY ACUTE CONCUSSION EVALUATION (T-MACE) EXAM 
TASK: Perform a Tactical Military Acute Concussion Evaluation (T-MACE) exam 
CONDITION: Given a Prolonged Casualty Care scenario where you manage a casualty 
with a suspected head injury 
STANDARD: Perform all steps in the T-MACE exam, score, and record results, and report 
findings to higher medical authority IAW service-specific standards once 
exam is complete 
EQUIPMENT: T-MACE Worksheet, light source, DD Form 1380 TCCC Casualty Care card, 
writing utensil 
 
PERFORMANCE STEPS: step-by-step instructions 
1. Gather, inspect, and prepare equipment, including the T-MACE Worksheet. 
 

2. Assess for a Potentially Concussive Event (PCE). 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE worksheet for a list of PCE criteria. 
 
3. Perform an Abbreviated Neurologic Exam: 
 (a) Assess and document the casualty’s Glasgow Coma Score (GCS): 
  a. Eye-opening response 
  b. Verbal response 
  c. Motor response 
 (b) Assess and document additional neuro assessment. 
  a. Pupil assessment 
  b. Extremity motor assessment 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE Worksheet as reference. 
 
4. Calculate the total GCS Score and assess for focal neurological deficit: 
 (a) If the GCS score is between 3-12 or focal neurological deficit is noted, STOP the 
 TMACE evaluation, and immediately consult higher medical authority. 
 (b) If the GCS score is ≥ 13 AND no focal neurological deficit, continue with the T-
 MACE evaluation. 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE Worksheet as reference. 
 
5. Document the findings of the Abbreviated Neurological Exam on the DD Form 1380 TCCC 
Casualty Card. 
 
6. Assess for Red Flags: 
 (a) If ANY Red Flags are present, STOP the T-MACE evaluation, and immediately consult 
 higher medical authority, and document the Red Flags on the DD Form 1380 TCCC 
 Casualty Card. 
 (b) If no red flags present, continue with the T-MACE exam. 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE worksheet for a list of Red Flags. 
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7. Assess for the presence of external force. 

 (a) If no external force is noted: 

  • STOP the T-MACE exam evaluation. 
  • Initiate a mandatory 24-hour rest period. (Commander discretion and mission 
  requirements may supersede 24-hour rest period). 
  • Provide instructions on when to seek immediate medical attention IAW Step  
  16. 
  • Provide instructions to the casualty to follow up in 24 hours for re-evaluation. 
  • Document findings on the DD Form 1380 TCCC Casualty Card. 
 (b) If external force is noted, continue with the T-MACE exam. 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE worksheet for examples of external force. 
 
8. Document the type of external force on the DD Form 1380 TCCC Casualty Card. 
 
9. Assess for alteration of consciousness: 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE worksheet for examples of alterations of consciousness. 
 
10. Determine the findings of the assessment of consciousness. 
 (a) If no positive findings are noted: 
  • STOP the T-MACE exam evaluation. 
  • Initiate a mandatory 24-hour rest period. (Commander discretion and mission 
  requirements may supersede 24-hour rest period) 
  • Provide instructions on when to seek immediate medical attention IAW Step  
  16. 
  • Provide instructions to the casualty to follow up in 24 hours for re-evaluation. 
  • Document all findings and treatments on a DD Form 1380 TCCC Casualty Card. 
 (b) If any positive finding is noted, continue with the T-MACE exam. 
 
11. Document consciousness assessment findings and actions on the DD Form 1380 TCCC 
Casualty Card. 
 
12. Notify command leadership and medical authority of consciousness assessment findings. 
 
13. Manage any acute headaches. 
 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE worksheet for acute headache management. 
 CAUTION: Reassess and treat all interventions. 
 
14. Document the presence of headache and any acute headache treatments on the DD Form 
1380 TCCC Casualty Card. 
 
15. Initiate 24-hour rest period. 
 NOTE: Commander discretion and mission requirements may supersede 24-hour rest 
 period. 
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16. Instruct the casualty on when to seek immediate medical attention. 

 NOTE: Refer to the T-MACE worksheet for indications of when to seek immediate 
 medical attention. 
 
17. Document positive concussion screens on the DD Form 1380 TCCC Casualty Card. 
 
18. Follow-up in 24-hours for re-evaluation and initiation of Progressive Return to Activity 
(PRA) IAW operational allowances. 
 NOTE: Consider performing repeat Abbreviate Neuro Exam and assess for TBI Red Flags 

 every 12 hours. 

19. Document all additional findings, notifications, and treatments on the casualty's DD Form 
1380 TCCC Casualty Card. 

 


